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With its Irish and Cornish mining history the Celtic traditions remained 
very strong in Kapunda.  From 1976 to 2012 the Kapunda Celtic Festivals 
drew big crowds to what was reputably the longest running Celtic Festival 
in Australia.  Initially held at the Harness Racing Club the event later 
moved to this site in Hill Street.  Parades, dancing, music, games and stalls 
were a feature, with many people dressing up to suit the occasion.

TOWN HISTORY MURAL1

This mural is a re-creation, from an original town mural completed as a 
community project in 2002.  It was on a since demolished building (where 
the Town Square is now situated).  The re-created mural was adapted and 
hand-painted off-site by volunteer artists MAXINE DONALD, TONY HERSEY 
and JON POVEY.  Painted off-site over a two-year period the artists logged 
800 hours of voluntary work.  The framework was fabricated locally and 
installed with voluntary assistance of Brenton and Anthony Diener.   
The comprehensive information panel adjacent to the mural, researched 
and completed by Tony Hersey details the history of both murals.
Completed and INSTALLED in 2024.  FUNDED by donations from local 
businesses, community groups and individuals.
Look to the right of this mural, across the hotel driveway ……

SPORTING MURAL2From the Kapunda Visitor Information Centre Doorway:
Turn left outside the Visitor Information Centre into Hill Street and at the end 
of the building look to your left  ……

Sporting clubs and events form a rich part of Kapunda’s social history, 
past and present with some existing from the very early days of white 
settlement in the town.  The ‘Bombers’ football club is reputably the oldest 
Australian Rules club in the nation, founded in 1866; the ’24 Hour Trial’ 
(motorcycle event) celebrated its Centenary in July 2024.  A number of 
‘local heroes’ with links to Kapunda have gone on to achieve status at 
State, National and International level.
The colours Red and Black are a feature 
of the mural and are significant in the 
history of a number of the local clubs.  
This large, curved, PRINTED mural was 
created by local Kapunda Graphic Artist 
DANNY MENZEL, from photographs 
supplied by the various clubs or 
sourced by the designing artist.  
FUNDED by grants from R.E.S. and Light 
Regional Council, with donations from 
various sporting clubs and individuals.  
Completed and INSTALLED in 2024.
Directly across Hill Street, to the right of 
the Kapunda Institute  ……

CELTIC FESTIVAL MURAL3



M.F.S. (Metropolitan 
Fire Service) Mural

This small mural is located on the 
door of the original stable (a half-
door, as portrayed in the mural) 
which housed the horse that pulled 
the fire response cart in the early 
days of  the Kapunda Fire Station.
The concept was developed by 
(then) Kapunda resident, artist 
and MFS member BILL McGOWAN.  
Bill researched photographs and 
historical records of the Kapunda 
Station and uniforms and equipment 
from the era, to develop the concept.
The mural was HAND-PAINTED 
by volunteers BILL McGOWAN 
and MAXINE DONALD off-site and 
INSTALLED by Members of the 
Kapunda Metro Fire Service in May 
2017.  
FUNDED by donations to KMTP.
Continue walking north, crossing 
(carefully) over Clare Rd, to the 
Cenotaph  ……..
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As recognised in the nearby Kapunda RSL, residents of Kapunda have 
been involved in many theatres of military conflict.
Kapunda Artist and Vietnam veteran TONY HERSEY voluntarily researched, 
developed and HAND-PAINTED this mural, which pays tribute to the 
contributing personnel in various services and aspects of the war effort – 
The on-site plaque near the Cenotaph, provides an expanded ‘key’ to the 
mural elements.

MILITARY MURAL (behind the Cenotaph)5

The mural materials were FUNDED by a ‘Saluting Their Service’ Grant from 
Veteran’s Affairs, with additional voluntary contributions by the artist and 
Kapunda Shed members.
Painting of the mural and frame fabrication took place at the Kapunda 
SHED.  Installation was completed by SHED members and Tony Hersey.	
INSTALLED late in 2019.
Cross back over Clare Road, then Main Street to Li’l Mo’s Bakery for a drink and 
bite to eat OR after crossing back over Clare Road, walk south to the Pedestrian 
Crossing to cross over Main Street.  Having crossed over …..

As different events became mainstream in the region less people 
attended the event.  Subsequent rebranding, to the Kapunda Music 
and Arts Festival (KMAF) from 2013 to 2017 did not achieve continuing 
longevity and the committee was disbanded.
This PRINTED mural was researched and conceptualized by Kapunda 
Graphic Artist DANNY MENZEL.  Montaged images of bands, dancers and 
singers from events were put together on a background blending with 
Kapunda’s stone walls and buildings.
The Mural was completed and INSTALLED in 2019.  It was FUNDED 
partially by monies remaining from the KMAF (formerly KCF), with 
additional funds from donations to KMTP.
Walking east on Hill St. return to Main Street and turn left (north) to the  
two-storey MFS BUILDING on your left near the end of Main St  ……



LIGHT-HORSE MURAL
(Town Square adjacent to the Stage area)

The genesis for this mural and total FUNDING came from 
the (former) Kapunda and Light Tourism Inc. group.
The design of the horseman originated from a 
painting titled “Charge” by W.A. artist Ian Coate and 
was adapted and manufactured by David Wynes, 
Plasma Art, Lewiston S.A.
The sculpture is very relevant to Kapunda given that 
Sir Sidney Kidman donated considerable resources, 
including horses to the WW1 effort.  The copper-
coloured background to the cut-out forms a link to 
the copper mining history of the town.
The adjacent plaques invite people to learn about 
the significant contribution to Kapunda’s economic 
history by the industrial sector in the town, during that period.
Spend time exploring the various aspects of the Town Square, then continue to 
the next building south on Main St, the Kapunda Post Office which hosts three 
murals.  The first abuts two sides of the P.O. garden (where there is also a bust 
of Sir Sidney Kidman).
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This is a sculpture by Kapunda artist 
MALCOLM CRAIG which is about 
the origins of Kapunda and local 
indigenous people seeing white 
people for the first time.
The sculpture is constructed with 
steel rods, wire mesh, moulded 
plastic and fibreglass painted with 
industrial enamel.
Although this artwork isn’t a 
mural as such, it was done and 
installed with the approval of and 
assistance by the Kapunda Mural 
Town Committee along with Light 
Regional Council, The Ngadjuri 
People Aboriginal Corporation and 
Kapunda Home Hardware.
Walk around towards the other side 
of the stage in the Town Square ……

FIRST 
SIGHTING 
SCULPTURE
(Town Square south east corner)
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NORTH KAPUNDA HOTEL MURALS
Crase St, opposite the Town Square

Observe the windows and doors of the 
original Stable buildings of the Hotel.  
Currently used as store-rooms, the stables 
were formerly used to house horses, stable 
hands and tack associated with the Hotel’s 
business and the Kidman horse sales.  (The 
sales were held in the area that is now 
public carparking at the rear of the hotel.)
Kapunda Artist MALCOLM CRAIG designed 
and HAND-PAINTED the ground-floor 
images, imagining viewpoints into the 
stables to illustrate inhabitants and 
contents.
FUNDED through a ‘Foundation for 
Rural & Regional Renewal (Thyne Reid 
Foundation)’ GRANT 2017 with additional 
funds by local donations to KMTP.   
INSTALLED in 2017.
Cross over Crase Street to the Town Square 
and head towards the large brown poles in the 
south east corner ……
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(Saint) Mary MacKillop’s connection 
to Kapunda stems from her time in 
the town as a Josephite nun.  She was 
instrumental in setting up a school in 
Kapunda and classrooms in a couple of 
nearby hamlets.  After a period away in 
the south-eastern town of Penola, Mary 
returned to Kapunda for a time. 
This mural was conceived and painted 
by Graphic Artist LAURA GULLY and 
FUNDED by donations to KMTP including 
from the Catholic Diocese.  Kapunda SHED members fabricated the frame 
and voluntarily INSTALLED the mural in June 2020.
Continue walking south to the North Kapunda Hotel, then turn left into  
Crase Street  ……

MARY MacKILLOP 
MURAL
(Main St, eastern end of 
Pedestrian Crossing)
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Continue walking south to the next street, Lucas Street.  Before looking 
directly ahead, turn your eyes to the right to look across Main Street at the 
Kapunda Community Gallery mural.  (See Number 15 for a description of that 
mural, best observed from here.)  Then turn back to look across Lucas Street 
to appreciate the sheer size and detail of the mural ahead, before crossing the 
street to investigate further ……

This mural was commissioned 
and FULLY FUNDED by the 
(former) ROTARY CLUB OF 
KAPUNDA, in the club’s 60th year.
Local Kapunda Artist STUART 
HOERISCH was given the brief 
to create a mural depicting local 
major projects that the club had 
funded over its 60 years of service 
to the community (in addition to 
contributions made to overseas 
projects).
The artist used a variety of media 
to describe the projects, which 
include the Hospital  Helipad, 
Map the Miner sculpture, Town 
Entrance statements, Youth 
Driving programme, Davidson 
Reserve surrounds and Shelter 
Boxes.

KAPUNDA 
ROTARY MURAL 
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POST OFFICE MURAL11

This mural depicts the original post office building (and telegraph office) 
as it stood on this site in 1910.  Used between 1872 and 1969, it was 
demolished in 1970 to make way for the current building.
Designed by Kapunda Graphic Artist DANNY MENZEL, the mural was 
HAND-PAINTED off-site over several months by Danny and volunteers.  
On the left is Al Sherrah, Kapunda’s postman from the 1980’s to 2000’s, 
pictured here as a postman would have looked in the 1950’s.  Also 
pictured is one of Kapunda’s several heritage red post boxes (still in use) 
and some customised Kapunda-themed postage stamps, featuring Map 
the Miner and Sir Sidney Kidman.
INSTALLED in 2017.  FUNDED by local donations to KMTP and a 
Community Development Grant from Light Regional Council for materials.
THIS MURAL WON THE NATIONAL AUSTRALIAN STREET ART 
“COMMUNITY ART” AWARD, 2023.
Move to the wall at the southern end of the Post Office ……

This ‘re-interpretation’ is of a former wall mural on this site done some 
20+ years ago.  Due to deterioration it was decided in 2025 to reinterpret 
the Kidman cattle drive scene.  Local artists JIM AND RONDA DUNSTAN 
completed and installed the mural, FUNDED primarily by KMTP funds.
This mural describes the story of Sir Sidney Kidman beginning with his life 
as a young stockman, through to his life as a gentleman and businessman.  
It depicts a sense of space, an emphasis on the importance of water and 
Kidman’s vision of a ‘back corridor’  to overcome inland drought problems 
while droving stock from the north-east to the south.
A pioneer of the outback, Kidman gained the title of “Cattle King” and 
went on to become the largest pastoralist in modern history.   Kapunda 
particularly remembers Kidman for the gift of his home ‘Eringa’ to be the 
High School; his Kapunda horse sales (largest in the southern hemisphere) 
and his generosity in hard times.
Original town heritage items, the Kidman bust and informative plaques 
have been retained.
(For more information about Sir Sidney Kidman visit the informative 
display above the Kapunda Visitor Centre.)
Continue a few steps south to view the front wall of the Kapunda Post Office  ….. 

SIR SIDNEY KIDMAN MURAL10



15 LIGHT REGIONAL COUNCIL OFFICES
(Southern & Eastern Walls)

This PRINTED mural, beginning on the south-western corner of the 
building (car park side) documents the town’s history through a collage of 
newspaper articles and photographs.
Graphic Artist LAURA GULLY researched the archives from the original “Herald” 
newspaper office in Kapunda (now part of the Kapunda Museum in Hill St) 
and the Mortlock Library in Adelaide.  More recent articles and photographs 
were sourced from the (former) Herald newspaper in the Barossa.
This mural introduces you to the ‘broader’ history of the town and district 
– its evolution from rural origins, to a town and area of State economic 
importance and on to the community of 2018, through the articles and 
photographs on display.
COMPLETED in 2018.  FUNDED entirely by Light Regional Council.
Continue walking north, shortly after crossing over Tod St you will come to the 
Light Community Church on your left ……

From the beginning of white settlement in the area agriculture has and 
continues to contribute substantial economic and employment opportunities 
in the Kapunda area.
Eudunda artist JIM DUNSTAN was commissioned by KMTP to complete 
this mural, which gives an overview of historical and current farming and 
agricultural practices in the area.  The montage includes - vintage farm 
machinery manufactured by local company Hawke and Co to more modern 
machinery; horse to truck transport; hay baling and carting; the Merino sheep 
industry at Anlaby Station with associated shearing sheds and machinery 
development; farming dogs and the milk industry.
Current significant employment and economic industries include grain 
production and hay exportation. Anlaby Station continues its long history of 
fine merino wool production.
You may wish to pop into the historic Clare Castle Hotel for refreshments and/or a 
meal before walking north on Main Street, crossing over Coghill Street ……

AGRICULTURAL MURAL 
(northern wall of Clare Castle Hotel)

14LUCAS STREET MURAL

The area to the right of the 
roller door depicts the Lord 
Palmerston Hotel and J. Harden 
Confectionery that were situated 
on the Main and Lucas Street 
corner (facing Main Street).  
Around 1900 the building 
became Kapunda’s Coffee Palace, 
later a car service garage and 
then demolished in 1968. Also 
shown is store owner Robert Brewster (as photographed in 1871) holding 
the horse, and his family.  (Brewster’s Store was located cnr Main and Tod Sts., 
further north on the opposite side of Main St.)
To the left of the roller door is a depiction of the working Kapunda Copper 
mine, Australia’s first commercially successful copper mine, established in 
1844.  The scene was recreated using references from old photographs and 
paintings by colonial artists George Fife Angas and S.T. Gill.
The extreme left of the mural features portraits of several significant 
founding identities Dr Blood, the mine’s first doctor and later first Mayor 
of Kapunda; Capt. Charles Bagot and Francis Dutton who separately 
discovered copper in the area and later co-managed the Kapunda until 
Bagot bought out Dutton’s share and controlled the mine until 1857.  
Dutton floated a company in London that worked the mine until 1877 
when it became unprofitable.  The next portrait is of William Oldham who 
held several notable positions in the town and is considered by many to be 
‘the father of Kapunda’.
Designed by Kapunda Graphic Artist DANNY MENZEL the mural was HAND-
PAINTED directly onto the wall over a two-year period, by Danny and twelve 
volunteers who spent over 500 hours assisting with the painting.
The mural was COMPLETED in 2020, FUNDED substantially by local 
donations to KMTP.                                         
THIS MURAL WON THE NATIONAL AUSTRALIAN STREET ART “BEST 
EXERNAL WALL MURAL”  AWARD in 2021.
Continue walking south, crossing over Ford Street and passing a block of 
shops on the left until you see the Clare Castle Hotel (across Main Street) on 
your right.  Cross Main Street ……
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STREET PLANTER BOXES
(Various along Main Street)
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Artists, photographers and community 
members combined off-site to create the 
box facades in various media between 
2024 and 2026.  Consisting of mosaics, 
paintings and photographs the project 
was funded by a Community Grant from 
L.R.C. and KMTP funds.
Mosaic and painted facades were adapted 
from submissions by community members 
and a 2024 Year 3/4 Kapunda Primary 
School class.
KMTP thanks members of the Kapunda 
Shed for installation of the facades.

During 2019 the façade of the original Hambour Drapery Store, now 
the Kapunda Community Gallery was transformed by the addition of 
this colourful mural based on grape-vine, wattle and eucalypt leaves, 
interspersed with local birds including parrots, a kookaburra and sulphur-
crested cockatoo.  There is also a possum, abundant in the area.
The original concept by local artist MAXINE DONALD was modified and 
refined by local graphic Artist DANNY MENZEL. It was HAND-PAINTED 
in the basement of the gallery by Danny, Maxine and twenty-one 
volunteers who contributed nearly 500 voluntary hours over six months.    
FUNDED by Kapunda Community Gallery.  INSTALLED October 2019.
(The front of the mural is best viewed from across Main St, as previously 
suggested.)
A short walk north will bring you back to the Visitor Information Centre, 
behind which the Mural Trail began.   KMTP trusts you have enjoyed the art 
and information gained on the Trail  ……

KAPUNDA COMMUNITY GALLERY INC.
(Cnr Brown & Main Sts)
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FAMILY LIFE MURAL 
(southern-end wall, Light Community Church)
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The Project called for original artwork submissions from the community to 
reflect their personal perceptions of the ‘Family Life’ theme.   
Five chosen panels were digitised by Graphic Artist DANNY MENZEL. 
(L>R) 1. Compilation panel by two junior artists, JACOB SALMON and 
OSCAR TILLEY.  2. Eudunda artist JIM DUNSTAN.  3. Former Kapunda artist 
ROGER KALLESKE.  4.  Kapunda artist ALICE TILLEY.  5. Riverland artist 
ALANNAH CHESHIRE.
The larger panel is a 
compilation digitization 
by DANNY MENZEL of two 
watercolour paintings 
submitted by Light Church 
member, Kapunda artist 
CATHY JULIEN-JAESCHKE 
(God’s Family and early 
historic Kapunda Christian 
community buildings) and 
Kapunda artist MAXINE 
DONALD (buildings of 
current Kapunda Christian 
communities).  
This mural was funded by Community donations to KMTP including from 
Light Community Church.    Completed and installed in 2024.
Following a brief walk north to Brown St you will see a large parrot….the front 
façade was observed from across Main St after mural no.11 (Rotary Mural) ……



Kapunda’s silo art was painted by internationally renowned Australian 
artist SAM “SMUG” BATES and produced by Australia’s leading public art 
agency �JUDDY ROLLER. The front face and southern end of the silos was 
completed in October 2025.
The mural honours Kapunda’s history as Australia’s first successful mining 
town, which played a vital role in sustaining South Australia’s economy in 
the mid to late 1800s. The mural features a Cornish copper miner working 
underground holding a piece of copper ore as he looks out towards the 
town. The mining tunnel scene is illuminated by candlelight which reveals 
the incredible detail of the miner and rock formations. The opening of 
the mine tunnel shines through the vibrant scenery of an open cut mine 
(reminiscent of Kapunda’s minesite) and agricultural landscape in  
the distance.
Smug only took 4.5 weeks to paint the silos! He used approx. 350 litres of 
Dulux Weathershield based paint for the broad areas and 200 Montana 
Gold spray cans for the finer details. 
The Kapunda Silo Art Project was driven by the Kapunda Mural Town 
Committee. Community interest was overwhelmingly in favour of 
extending Kapunda’s identity as a mural town by having a mural painted 
on the silos. Smug was chosen as the artist because of his incredible mural 
skills and experience in painting silos in South Australia as well as many 
murals all over the world.

KAPUNDA SILO ART
(Off Hancock Road. Signage shows car park entry and viewing area.)

19 Light Regional Council were supportive of the project and provided 
funding assistance. The South Australian Government also provided 
funding thanks to the (then) state member for Light, Tony Piccolo MP 
who saw potential in the project to drive economic growth by attracting 
visitors to Kapunda and the �surrounding region.
Of course the project would not have been possible without the 
support of the local community which has been tremendous. The huge 
community fundraising goal of $50,000 was achieved through the 
generosity of local businesses and members of the community donating 
through GoFundMe.
Community consultation also played a vital role in shaping the themes 
of the artwork. Residents turned out in force to share ideas and stories, 
ensuring the final design would reflect the heart and heritage of Kapunda. 
The result is a mural that honours the town’s past while looking boldly to 
its future.
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Search for DISCOVER THE LIGHT in 
the App Store or Google Play and 
download the app. Then click on 

KAPUNDA MURAL TRAIL to follow 
the trail on your device.

Come and take the trail!

Printed brochure FUNDED by Friends 
of Kapunda Bookshop, Kapunda 
Community Gallery Inc, Kapunda 
Community Thrift Shop and Kapunda 
Visitor Information Services.
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